
AP Lit & Comp Summer Reading for 2007-2008

NB: Failure to complete Summer Reading and Writing
may result in loss of your admission to AP English IV.

1. Foster, Thomas. How to Read Literature Like a Professor: A Lively and
       Entertaining Guide to Reading Between the Lines. New York: Harper
       Collins, 2003.
       ISBN # 0-06-000942-X REQUIRED

Available on Amazon.com (New & Used) and on Barnes & Noble.com

• Read the above book first. Take detailed notes on each chapter.
  These notes will count as a test grade in September and will be a great help
  to you in your reading throughout the course.

2. Irving, John. A Prayer for Owen Meany. New York: Ballantine Books.
                   Reissue edition. 1990.
                   ISBN # 0345361792 REQUIRED

Available on Amazon.com (New & Used) and on Barnes & Noble.com

• Read and take either Cornell notes or Chapter Notes on IrvingÕs novel. (See page 3)
  These notes will count as a test grade in September.

ALSO:

¥ Identify ten (10) quotes that you believe are significant to the theme of the novel.
  Explain the significance of each quote. Also a test grade.

3.  Choose one (1) of the following: YOUR CHOICE of 1
REQUIRED

Karr, Mary. The Liars’ Club: A Memoir. New York: Penguin. 1998.

McCarthy, Cormac. The Road. Fiction

Morrison, Toni. The Bluest Eye. Fiction

Steinbeck, John. The Grapes of Wrath. Fiction

Chopin, Kate. The Awakening. Fiction

Roth, Philip. The Human Stain. Fiction

Nabokov, Vladimir. Lolita. Fiction



Atwood, Margaret. Cat’s Eye. Fiction

McEwan, Ian. Antonement. Fiction

Warren, Robert Penn. All the King’s Men. Fiction

Dreiser, Theodore. An American Tragedy. Fiction

Wolfe, Thomas. You Can't Go Home Again. Fiction

• Keep a reading journal (see next page) for the book you choose:  TEST GRADE in
Sept.

› extreme left margin — record page #
› 1st column — write quote/question/Observation (you may use ellipsis for

   longer quotes)
› 2nd column — how is the quote connected to an important aspect of the

                                       novel? What are your questions or insights about this
                                       passage?

Extra credit if you explain meaning the quote may have to you personally or
to life in general.

This type of reading journal is known as ÒCornell NotesÓ or ÒDialectical
JournalÓ or ÒDouble-entry NotebookÓ

***If you have not previously read The Great Gatsby (Fitzgerald) or
Death of a Salesman (Miller), you might choose one of those as your
third book. Of course, you can also read more than three!***

Any questions?      E-mail me   jchristian@sjprep.org

Here’s what you need to have on the first day of class in September:

Total of 3 readings (2 assigned/1 choice)

1. Chapter by chapter notes on How to Read Literature like a Professor
2. Cornell Notes on A Prayer for Owen Meany
3. 10 quotes from APOM with significance to book
4. Reading Journal & 10 quotes with significance from the 3rd book (free choice)



CORNELL NOTES SETUP

Page # Quote/Question/Observation Significance/Answer/Comment


